
Owen Sound & District Chamber of Commerce

O U T L O O K

Add visiting the Owen Sound Farmers Market to your regular 
Saturday morning schedule, whenever possible. You won’t 
regret it. 

O W E N  S O U N D  F A R M E R S ’  M A R K E T

Agriculture and agri-food businesses are alive and thriving in 
Grey County. According to data from Grey County, there are over 
2,300 farms in our area and almost 500,000 acres of farmland.

A G R I C U L T U R E  A N D  A G R I - F O O D

W H Y  L A V E N D E R ?
Excited by the growth in the Agrotourism industry. The 
fields at Bluewater Lavender farm are an extraordinary site 
to see. WINTER 2022 / Issue 9 
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C O N T E N T S

Agriculture and agri-food businesses are alive and 
thriving in Grey County. According to data from Grey 
County, there are over 2,300 farms in our area and 
almost 500,000 acres of farmland.

A G R I C U LT U R E  A N D  A G R I -
F O O D  C L O S E  T O  H O M E

Page 11

One of the first things I learned when I came to Owen 
Sound, 50 years ago this autumn was how dependent 
the city and the region were, and are, on farming.  I 
think there was always a “farm to table” opportunity 
in our neighbourhood, but it was somehow different 
in some undefinable way. 

J U S T  S AY I N G
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O U T L O O K

Outlook is distributed free of charge to 
all businesses within Owen Sound and 
surrounding rural routes. 

Distribution of this publication does not 
constitute an endorsement of products or 
services advertised. 

No portion of Outlook may be duplicated or 
distributed without permission or credit to 
the publisher.

Look whose joined us! Read up on the new members 
of the Chamber.

N E W  M E M B E R S
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Pictured: Richard Thomas and Morag Budgeon Owen Sound Farmers Market  
Cover photo: Candra Schank Photography

Owen Sound is widely regarded as a particularly 
vibrant community High on that list of outstanding 
contributors is the Owen Sound, Farmers Market. 
And it’s been doing so for over 150 years.

O W E N  S O U N D  F A R M E R S ’ 
M A R K E T

Page 5

Excited by the growth in the Agrotourism industry 
the fields at Bluewater Lavender farm are an 
extraordinary site to see.

W H Y  L AV E N D E R ?

Page 13

Celebrating local businesses and their achievement 
in years of business.

Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E

Page 19



Networking
Free advertising
Access to Human Resource
training
Brand Awareness
Educational seminars
Workshops/training
Employee benefits

For more info visit:

We are
lookinG
for
you!

APPLY
NOW!

Did you know a Chamber Membership
could help your business?

Become a Preferred Business member and your     
business will be eligible for Preferred pricing online 
and in store, exclusive offers plus a host of Small 
Business-friendly benefits designed to help you 
grow. 

Call 519-372-2228 in to the store to sign up today. 

1077 10th Street West, 
Owen Sound, N4K 5S2 
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vation Corners” rivalled and reinforced the social importance 
of these weekly gatherings. Food for the belly then food for 
the soul.

Now fast forward to 2022. Perhaps the famous phrase “the 
more things change, the more they stay the same” sums things 
up best. Certainly there has been lots of change. The Farm-
ers Market is now year round. Since 1936 it has been housed 
in an historic building which was recently renovated. Horses 
and wagons have given way to cars and trucks. A wide variety 
of non agricultural products and are now available – all the 
way from cookies and candies to handmade arts and crafts, 
jewelry, books, toys knitting and artistic health and herbal 
products. Music is a constant. And vendors, consumers and 
visitors alike now make full use of electronic communications 
of all kinds. 

But for all of this “progress”, the fundamentals persist. Farm-
ers still bring their products to the Market, including veg-
etables and berries in the summer; apples and pumpkins in 
autumn; and meat, poultry, eggs and dairy products at every 
gathering. If anything the deemed value of such transactions 
to farmers and consumers has increased over the years. Farm-
ers save money relative to selling to wholesalers and pass these 
savings onto buyers; and they appreciate being paid quickly 
and directly. Consumers value the freshness, choice and per-
son-to-person connection and the opportunity to “put a face 
on their food” and ask questions about how it was grown 
or raised. This applies particularly to young residents who 
demonstrably are more aware and supportive of the reduced 
carbon footprint, associated with their locally sourced Market 
purchases. They care about the environment, the cost of fuel 
to ship products, and chemicals being used. 

Similar personal considerations apply to other Market pur-
chases. For example, buyers can speak with an artisan and get 
details of how that one-of-a-kind item was made so when it is 
gifted, there’s a story that goes along with the future heirloom. 

Before taking a more intimate look at the many enticing 
aspects of today’s Owen Sound Farmers’ markets, lets look 
a bit at the bigger picture. According to Farmers’ Markets 
Ontario, which represents farmers markets across the prov-
ince, over the past 10 years, farmers markets sales in Ontario 
have increased 10 – 12% annually to about $800 million per 
year with an economic impact of over $2.5 billion. The cur-

Owen Sound is widely regarded as a particularly vibrant 
community – a great place to live, learn, work, create, listen, 
play, and retire! While too many vulnerable residents have 
not shared equitably in this prosperity, they have strong 
advocates across the community who work passionately to 
enhance their inclusion, and that’s exemplary too. This envi-
able status is the direct result of the combination of a number 
of building blocks that engaged citizens have put in place and 
reinforced over many years. High on that list of outstanding 
contributors is the Owen Sound Farmers Market. And it’s 
been doing so for over 150 years. 

In 1868, after decades of informal gatherings, Owen Sound 
became home to one of the first organized, regularly recur-
ring farmers’ market in Ontario. Located on the ground floor 
of the then new Town Hall it was a key gathering point for 
the community as the central place for farmers to sell and 
consumers to buy fruit, vegetables, meat, poultry, eggs, and 
dairy products on a seasonal basis. An equally important 
benefit was the face-to-face, personal social interaction, and 
information sharing that occurred each Saturday morning in 
an era before electronic communication of any kind. 

Imagine the bustling scene at Town Hall on any Saturday 
morning in the late 1800s and early 1900s - rain, snow or 
shine. Horses and wagons are lined up around the market-
place in all directions; farmers and their families sell or barter 
their produce to “Townies” and to each other; friendships are 
renewed; news and gossip is shared; kids frolic; and teenagers 
get to know each other. Only Sunday church services at “Sal-

continued on page 7

OWEN SOUND FARMERS’  MARKET:  
LOCAL  PRODUCE  AND MUCH MORE
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rent total of more than 180 Ontario farmers markets greatly 
exceeds the only 60 such venues that were struggling to remain 
afloat in the 1980s when shopping malls were in ascendance. 
Now it’s malls, not farmers markets that are floundering. 

This is clear evidence that farmers markets have found their 
niche as highly effective sales outlets for agricultural and 
other products across our province. Something that Owen 
Sound has known for over 150 years is now catching on! It’s 
increasingly realized that farmers markets play a vital role 
in enabling producers and consumers to come together in 
a dynamic commerce experience that combines economic 
exchange with social relationships. For the vendor, whether 
producer, artisan or baker, farmers markets offer an oppor-
tunity to improve net revenues; consumer benefits from the 
choice, high quality, and sometimes uniqueness of their pur-
chases. And all enjoy the therapeutic benefits of the relaxed 
but yet energetic social atmosphere that is at the core of the 
farmers market experience. 

And now let’s get better acquainted with the current Owen 
Sound Farmers Market, starting with the Co-Managers. 
Morag Budgeon and Richard Thomas have shared this role 
since August, 2019, reporting to the volounteer Board of 
Directors of Owen Sound & District Farmers’ Market Vendor 
Association. They succeeded Tom Pink who, over 20 years, 
lead many transformative Market initiatives including the 
addition of inspiring stained glass panels above the transoms. 
Like Tom before them Morag and Richard cherish living in 
the unique 3000 square foot apartment situated at the top of 
the Market building. Market Managers have always lived in 
the apartment as stewards of the historic building and to be 
readily available for rentals and emergencies. 

After graduating from the Jewellery and Metal program at 
Georgian College, Morag pursued a successful career fabri-
cating and selling her original jewellery. She is committed to 
the Owen Sound community and has worked constantly to 
advance the local arts scene particularly recently with The 
Georgian Bay School of the Arts which she and a partner 
started in 2019. 

Like Morag, Richard Thomas is well known to and respected 
by Owen Sound residents. After solid contributions on City 
Council over two terms, he recently ran a strong campaign 
for Mayor. Richard is a gifted communicator, author and 
video producer who has 21 books in print. He has served 
19 years on the Owen Sound and North Grey Union Public 
Library board, and was founding President of the Commu-
nity Waterfront Heritage Centre, which formed in 2013 to 
save the marine and rail museum from closing. 

O W E N  S O U N D  F A R M E R S ’  M A R K E T  
-  c o n t i n u e d

Morag and Richard had a baptism by fire beginning shortly 
after assuming their Managerial responsibilities. On March 
14, 2020, they were forced to close the Market because of the 
onset of COVID. This was devastating for the Market’s then 
65 vendors and for regular patrons. But the Co-Managers 
pivoted quickly and over the next two years adeptly made the 
best of a bad situation. Their key steps involved first creating 
a highly successful online store featuring pre-ordering and 
scheduled pick-ups; and then phased re-opening of the mar-
ketplace itself in accordance with each lessening of protocols. 
This year, the inside of the market building and the compel-
ling new canopy space have been returned to their pre-Covid 
configuration. All’s well that ends well but as Morag under-
stated: “Between construction in 2019 and Covid, the Market 
has been in a state of flux for over 3 years. It’s good to get back 
to normal.”

But what is “normal”? It’s enjoying: an early morning break-
fast sandwich from Birgit’s Bakery Cafe; just-caught fish 
from Howells; apples from Dykstra Orchards; and butter-
nut squash from Brenda and Jack Bolle. It’s discovering used 
book treasures from Arwen Greenwood; bamboo socks from 
Michelle Biggins; teapots from Rockrose Pottery; and Miners 
pure Ontario Maple Syrup. All of these vendors have been 
participating in the Market for at least 20 years, and some 30! 

Normal too is festive Christmas preparations and celebrations 
at the Market. “This year you will be able to find everything 
you want for a local focused holiday season”, says Morag. 
“There’s food and drink for your comfort plus art, craft and 
eclectic items to lift your spirit”. Many new and existing ven-
dors are already displaying a wide variety of local products – 
some unique, some traditional and all enjoyable. The Christ-
mas buskers are tuning their instruments, soon to entertain. 

Every seven years, Christmas Eve falls on a Saturday, and 
2022 is one of those special years. The market will be open on 
December 24th, sparkling with lights, decorations, and happy 
vendors. The Market will be giving away warm holiday bever-
ages and cookies to all who 
attend. As well, the Mar-
ket sells ‘Market Bucks’ for 
the would be buyer who 
just can’t choose among 
so many enticing options. 
We’ve waited more than 
two years to fully enjoy 
the Market at Christmas, 
so just don’t miss it! In 
fact, add visiting the Owen 
Sound Farmers Market 
to your regular Saturday 
morning schedule, when-
ever possible. You won’t 
regret it. 
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Welcome to a new
level of wealth
More access. More advice. More attention.

A personalized solution 
to protect and build 
your wealth. IPC Private Wealth is a division of IPC Securities Corporation.  

IPC Securities Corporation is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund.

Tel:  519-376-0095  |  TF: 1-800-847-3106 
Email:  inquiry-owen-sound@ipcc.ca

1156 2nd Avenue East, Suite 101, Owen Sound, ON N4K 2H9

We look forward to welcoming you as a client of 
IPC Private Wealth. 

Learn how at 
www.investmentplanningcounsel.ca/owen-sound

qwik
print
great results in record time

$10 Shipping
Next-Day

throughout Grey-Bruce*

519-371-5955

It’s that time of year!
desk calendars • wall calendars
         journals • date books
standard & custom designs

qwikprint.ca
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R E A L T O R  

J A M E S  M C G R E G O R

My wife, Jen and I went to Scotland to explore 
our roots. We had a blast, and found our clans!
We also found our roots again, when we got back 
to Grey Bruce. Home is where the heart is. 
My heart, and clan are here. ‘A Blithe Yule’ 
to you, and yours!

  226.974.2144     james.mcgregor@evrealestate.com 

Roots are 
an important 
reminder that 

home is where 
your clan is.

McGREGOR HAHNE GROUP

YOUR HOME
Make Georgian Shores

ON THE WATER

www.georgianshoresmarina.com
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g i f t  b a s k e t s

Marion Neisen
519.616.1018
buy.kissgiftbaskets@gmail.com
www.kissgiftbaskets.com

Owner

KISS

PERFECT GIFT IDEAS FOR
CLIENTS,  EMPLOYEES,
FAMILY AND FRIENDS!

Keeping it Simply Special K i S S

DID YOU KNOW?
A chamber membership helps to promote 
your business. Each chamber member is 
encouraged to host a workshop to help 
introduce what their businesses have 
to offer. “It’s a perfect time to join the 
Chamber.”

Denard runs Valleykirk Farms in Owen Sound 

with her in-laws, husband and daughter.

OUTLOOK - Owen Sound & District Chamber of Commerce        11

Issue 9

AGRICULTURE  AND AGRI-FOOD CLOSE  TO  HOME
By Courtney Denard

Agriculture and agri-food businesses are alive and thriving in 
Grey County.

Not only does the region provide access to natural resources, 
including productive farmland and fresh water, it also has a 
ready market with an appetite for innovation.

As a dairy farmer in Owen Sound and chair of Catapult Grey 
Bruce, a non-profit organization that works with local entre-
preneurs looking to scale their business, I work within agri-
culture and agri-food on a daily basis.

It’s amazing to have an inside look into an industry that I am 
extremely passionate about, and one that is constantly evolv-
ing, for the better, in my opinion.

According to data from Grey County, there are over 2,300 
farms in our area and almost 500,000 acres of farmland. The 
average capital per farm is $1.7 million and the diversity 
among commodities is broad. 

The numbers show that 42 per cent of Grey County farms raise 
cattle, 23 per cent grow cash crop, and 23 per cent are mixed 
operations. The area is also home to dairy, sheep and goat 
farms, as well as fruit, greenhouse and floriculture businesses.

Between 2016 and 2021, Grey County experienced an increase 
in total gross farm receipts, particularly for farms reporting 
revenues of over $500,000. Meanwhile, international exports 
of beef, grain, lamb, apples and compressed hay are valued at 
$308 million.

This means what’s happening locally is having an impact 
globally.

Looking at Catapult Grey Bruce specifically, the organization 
has been offering mentorship to 14 food-based businesses in 
Grey Bruce as part of the Food Venture Program.

FVP is a multi-week workshop that was launched in 2021. 
It’s a partnership between Catapult, Grey County, Georgian 
College, Business to Bruce and BDC.

continued on page 17



We also supply ATMs to events. 
Big or small we can service them all!

Specials for charity events and non-profits.

nicolinsurance.com 

Jaclyn Gostick
Account Executive

Commercial/Group Benefits
jgostick@nicolinsurance.com

You’re part of the Chamber. Your local business qualifies!

Chambers of Commerce 
Group Insurance Plan

Learn more about Canada’s #1
employee health and dental 

bene�ts plan for small businesses.

519-376-5350 #406

Learn more about Canada’s #1
employee health and dental 

bene�ts plan for small businesses. Your Local Owen Sound Yamaha Dealer
202435 Sunset Strip | Owen Sound 

519.372.2211
www.advancedmarine.org
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By Tiffany James

Why Lavender? That is the first question I asked when I spoke 
with Bluewater Lavender Farm owner Christine Arezzi. 

Christine and her husband Mass moved to Georgian Bluffs in 
May of 2021 from Toronto with the hopes of putting the big 
city noise behind them. Both are very familiar with agricul-
ture and farming as Christine herself grew up on a hobby farm 
near Elora and Mass near the Lavender fields in France. A 
trip to the Lavender farms in Prince Edward County Ontario 
“sealed the deal” Christine said.

So why Lavender? “There are so many properties of Laven-
der… it’s very calming, relaxing, and destressing, and there 
are so many different products you can make with Lavender” 
you can hear the passion in Christine’s voice when she talks 
about lavender. So why not?

A popular method of processing lavender is the distilling 
process which allows you to capture the essential oils within 
the lavender to make the lavender products. Christine and 
Mass are new to the distilling process having just purchased 
distillation equipment this year. She noted that the young 
plants need time to mature as the oil is very precious.  The 
oil is being used within their products with the hope to bottle 
Bluewater Lavender farm essential oils in the future. 

Bluewater Lavender has many amazing products from dried 
bundles, to candles, bath salts, linen and cleaning sprays and 
roller balls. In the future we will see a fabulous lavender store 
on the property located just south of Wiarton but for now 
all Bluewater Lavender farm products can be found at local 

WHY LAVENDER?   
A  CONVERSATION WITH  BLUEWATER LAVENDER FARM

markets and Pop-up shops including a Community Pop up at 
Heritage Place Mall December 16, 17, and 18.

Calling all Photographers, the fields at the farm are an extraor-
dinary site to see and Bluewater Lavender offers tours by 
appointment throughout their gorgeous lavender fields. Did 
you know that lavender blooms from late June to the middle 
of August? With 5 different types of lavender on the farm and 
plants blooming at different times, from English lavender in 
full bloom in July to French Lavender in full bloom in August, 
it is always a great time to visit Bluewater Lavender Farm.

 I am excited to see the growth in the Agrotourism industry 
and when I spoke with Christine you could tell she was pas-
sionate about her farm and the potential it has to offer our 
local area. “Lavender looks beautiful, smells beautiful and the 
destressing and calming properties of lavender are like no 
other” Christine proudly told me as we ended our conversa-
tion. So, add Bluewater Lavender Farm to one of your next 
stops when you head up the peninsula, a nice soothing stroll 
through their fields will make anyone’s day brighter.

Christine and Mass Arezzi 

owners Bluewater Lavender Farm
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BUSINESS EXCELLENCE  AWARDS

McArthur Tire Services  Jeff Armstrong. Category Sponsor Business 

Development Bank of Canada Merry Bounpraseuth and Lori Gansevles.

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 25+ EMPLOYEES

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 1-24 EMPLOYEES ENTREPRENEUR OVER 35 

COMMUNITY SERVICE NOT-FOR-PROFIT 

Total Recovery Massage Therapy & Wellness   

Lyndsay Budgell. Category Sponsor BDO Nate Richardson.

Schooley Mitchell  Miguel Cardenas. Category Sponsor presenting 

for Transcontinental Printing Diane Austin CEO of OSDCC .

Billy Bishop Museum Chair of the Board  Gloria Habart. 

Category Sponsor The Real Estate Lady Marylon Hall Remax Grey Bruce.

Jaxwood Worx  Jackson Diaz. Category Sponsor presenting for 

Georgian College CEO Diane Austin OSDCC.

Grey Gallery  Anne Dondertman , John Laughlin. Category Sponsor 

presenting for Sound Life Solutions Savannah Dawson OSDCC .

COMMUNITY SERVICE WINNER 

ENTREPRENEUR UNDER 35
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BUSINESS EXCELLENCE  AWARDS
HOSPITALITY WINNER

SKILLED TRADE 6+ EMPLOYEES

SMALL OFFICE/HOME OFFICE 

Miske Paralegal  Jesse Miske. Category Sponsor Suitespots Flexible 

business space Penny Murphy.

DJ Peat Roofing  John Walden. Category Sponsor presenting for  

Benedict Electrical Engineering LTD Savannah Dawson OSDCC.

SERVICE EXCELLENCE WINNER – Owen Sound IDA pharmacy

Ashlee Cunningham Mortgage Architects.  

Category Sponsor Staples Sydney Austin.

Bluewater Lavender Farms. Christine Arezzi, Mass Arezzi. 

Category Sponsor Caitlin Angus Scotiabank 

The European Bakery Café  Sophie Douglas. Category Sponsor 

Owen Sound Foodland Bill Graham.

Pioneer Masonry  Jason  Vascotto. Category Sponsor presenting for 

GSS engineering consultants Cheryl Scott OSDCC.

SKILLED TRADE 1-5 EMPLOYEES 

NEW BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 

AGRICULTURE 



Rachel Desmarais

345 8th St. E. Suite 208
Owen Sound, ON, N4K 1L3

desmaraisfinancial.com

519-416-1600
Financial Planner
CFP, EPC, CHS, CLU, CEA

sound advice for over 23 years

PLANNING FOR YOUR  
SPECIAL NEEDS CHILD
The right moves today will ensure 
that your child’s needs will always 
be met.

If you have a child with special 
needs, it’s important to work with 
a local lawyer and financial advisor 
because laws and services can be a 
maze to navigate. It is important to 
seek out those people early.

These advisors are trained to help 
you evaluate your child’s future needs as well as drawing in 
other professionals like lawyers, accountants and bankers as 
well as community organizations to help you navigate the 
benefits systems and track down local resources.

For example, earning the Chartered Financial Planner (CFP) 
designation provides an advisor like Rachel with the under-
standing, knowledge and proficiency in the various insurance 
and investment products and the role each plays in provid-
ing customized benefits for individuals and families in build-
ing a comprehensive financial plan for their protection and 
wealth-being.

Qualified legal and accounting help can provide customized 
solutions using a range of special needs planning tools such 
as establishing trusts, addressing guardianship issues for now 
and in the future and saving plans without disqualifying them 
from government benefits as a child or later in life as an adult.

 Key in all this is to evaluate your child’s future needs in terms 
of medical care and financial need. As a first step, a handle on 
this can be obtained by talking to your child’s doctor or med-
ical team. Needs will change over time especially today with 
better medical care, people with disabilities now have much 
longer lifespans than they once did.

On a personal note, make time for your marriage. Marriage is 
hard work, period. Parenting is hard work, period. Parenting 
a child with special needs is especially hard work, period! For 
those of you who are married or in a relationship, make time 
for that relationship away from your children.

One last point: Don’t forget to plan for yourself. It’s easy to 
spend most of your time and money on your child and neglect 
your own finances. But you may need to save for college for 
other children, and you certainly need to prepare for your 
retirement - especially because your child with special needs 
could be dependent on you long after you retire. Long-term 
care insurance for yourself is also a good idea - and it will 
allow you to preserve your savings for your child’s care.

At Desmarais Financial Services we help you successfully 
manage your life transitions by establishing the perspective 
required to make sound financial and life decisions. These 
decisions are based on your personal experience and inte-
grated with facts and figures.

 If you have a question or concern or just want to chat, Rachel 
can be contacted at the phone number or email on this article 
(see ad).

The content provided is for informational purposes only. This article 

is not providing legal, tax or investment advice. You should consult 

your legal, tax or  financial advisors about your personal situation.

E X P E R T  C O L U M N  P E R S O N A L  F I N A N C E  E S S E N T I A L S

SPONSORED CONTENT
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THE STORE THAT SUPPORTS  
14 DIFFERENT OWEN SOUND ORGANIZATIONS

Gently used clothing
Housewares/hardware

Furniture, books/cds, dvds
SILENT AUCTION

1698 18th Ave. East, Owen Sound | 519 416 7780
owen_sound@missionthriftstore.com

Proceeds from Mission Thrift Store  
go to Bible League Canada

The program educates agri-food businesses on that often- 
complicated journey of bringing a new product to market. It 
helps farmers take an idea and understand the process all the 
way from concept to finished product.

“Participants gain access to food industry professionals, prod-
uct development education, mentorship and peer-to-peer 
learning so they are well positioned for retail distribution,” 
says Cathryn Love, executive director, Catapult Grey Bruce.

By tackling everything from food trends to packaging to 
labelling, the Food Venture Program is an extensive course 
curated purposely for farmers and food entrepreneurs to suc-
ceed in our area.

This past October 31, my family farm, Valleykirk Farms, 
officially celebrated 40-years of success in the dairy business 
in Owen Sound. It is an accomplishment that brings a huge 
amount of pride and one that comes with many valuable les-
sons learned. 

Running a business that revolves around livestock and pro-
duces a food product isn’t easy in 2022 just like it wasn’t easy 
in 1982 when my in-laws started the farm from nothing.

The rewards, however, continue to outweigh the challenges 
and we cannot wait to see what the next 40-years bring at 
home on our family farm and within the greater agriculture 
and agri-food industry in Grey County.

A G R I C U L T U R E  A N D  A G R I - F O O D  - 
c o n t i n u e d
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Courtney Denard is a dairy farmer 

and chair of Catapult Grey Bruce.

The farm milks 55 cows in a newly  

renovated robotic barn.
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5 YEARS
Birgits Café & Patisserie
Design Electrical 
Goodlife Fitness
Megs Drywall
Morell Pet Products
Mortgage Wellness
Walker Family Financial

10 YEARS 
Dentures Plus
Doris Waite
Georgian Bay Upholstery 
Owen Sound Wellness

15 YEARS 
Cobble Beach Golf Links
Gary Byers Sound & Lighting
Janet Walker Osteopathy 
Stepping Stone
Vinnys Masonry

20 YEARS 
BG Wealth
Countertops Plus
Cuesta Planning 
Fisher Peak Contracting
Galaxy Cinemas
Origin Life Solutions
The Best You

25 YEARS 
Advanced Pain Relief  

Chiropractic Clinic 
Drury Law 
Excellence In Manufacturing 
Moller Insurance
Prentice Plumbing 
Sandon Associates 
Stevcon Packaging

30 YEARS 
AndPet Realty
Home & Community Support

35 YEARS
Best Western Inn On The Bay 
Billy Bishop Museum 
Heritage Place Shopping Centre
JP Commercial Contractors
M&M Food Market
Qwik Print
Ron Hopper Real Estate
Scott Vining Law Office 

40 YEARS 
Bridge Electric 
Bumstead Insurance 
Mckerroll & Mckerroll 
Owen Sound Hospital Foundation
Women’s Shelter Grey Bruce

45 YEARS
Barry’s Construction
Clark Pools & Spa 
Dinsmore & England Ltd
Fluker Electrical 
Owen Sound Glass Service

50 YEARS 
DJ Peat Roofing
MacDonnell Fuels
WSP Canada 

55 YEARS
Georgian College 
Gillespie Digital Office Supplies
John Thompson Movers 

60 YEARS 
Bluewater Curling Club
Earth Power Tractors &  

Equipment 

65 YEARS 
JD McArthur Tire 

70 YEARS
Shouldice Designer Stone
Sydenham Sportsmen Association

80 YEARS 
McDonalds Flower Cart

110 YEARS
BMO – Nesbitt Burns
Harrison Park Inn
St John Ambulance 

145 YEARS 
YMCA 

150 YEARS 
Sanderson Monuments 

155 YEARS 
BWXT 

170 YEARS 
County of Grey

205 YEARS 
BMO – Bank of Montreal 

By: Savannah Dawson
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DORIS WAITE

SANDON ASSOCIATES

BRIDGE ELECTRIC
MCKERROLL & MCKERROLL



Michael A.G. Forcier

712 2nd Avenue East
Owen Sound, ON  
N4K 2H1

GREY BRUCE LAW

Phone: 519-372-0722

mike@greybrucelaw.ca
Fax: 519-371-7764

B.A. , LL.B.

Barrister & Solicitor

Peter Boulter CA, CPA 
David Robbins CA, CGA 
Terry King CA, CPA, CFP

 
887 Third Avenue East, Suite 102, P.O. Box 681, Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 5R4 

 

• Personal, Small Business, Farm, and 
Corporate Tax 

• Accounting and Auditing 
• Bookkeeping, Payroll, HST Services 
• Financial Advice and Estate Planning 

 
 

 

Contact Us: 
519-371-1611 info@tk.on.ca 
 

 

• Carpet Cleaning
• Wet Look Floors call Ken King

519-375-5321
advanceservice@xplornet.ca
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SCOTIABANK
Rhonda White
Paul White
Luke White
Dave Bedford

BAYSHORE
Rick Zacharewicz
Sue O’Reilly
Janet Juniper
Paul Hill

CITY OF  
OWEN SOUND
Tim Simmonds
Michelle Palmer
Aidan Ware
Melissa Clancy

CIBC
Deanna Harvie
Heidi McPherson
Brady McPherson
Alex Forth
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2022 CHAMBER GOLF  TOURNAMENT SPONSORED BY  SCOT IABANK
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MESSAGE  FROM THE  CHAMBER -  CALL ING  ALL  EMPLOYERS,  
HUMAN RESOURCES PROFESSIONALS  AND SUPERVISORS!

The Owen Sound & District Cham-
ber of Commerce, Welcoming Com-
munities Grey Bruce and the Grey 
Bruce Local Immigration Partner-
ship are launching a new collabo-
ration project called Diversity and 
Inclusion in Rural Workplaces.  The 
first workshop was held on Tues-
day, November 1st at the Sydenham 
Campus, Owen Sound. An overview 
of the project was presented on how 
businesses and employers can get 

involved. More workshops will be provided over the next few 
months.  

The project is designed to support employers, human resources 
professionals and supervisors from all sectors (private and pub-
lic) to learn how to successfully build connections, and address 
racism and discrimination, creating positive and meaningful 
workplaces for all.

The guest speaker Dr. Izumi Sakamoto, Associate Professor at 
the Factor-Inwentash Faculty of Social Work, University of 
Toronto, led a critical reflection on the discriminatory practice 
of requiring “Canadian Experience” and presented her research 
that contributed to the decision of the Ontario Human Rights 

Commission to create a policy stating 
that requiring Canadian experience 
is discriminatory. Sakamoto led 
the “Beyond Canadian Experi-
ence Project,” which contributed 
to developing the Ontario pol-
icy, which made Ontario the first 
province in Canada to denounce 
the Canadian experience as a job 
requirement. 

The Chamber is pleased to announce that Adriana Salazar has 
been hired to spearhead this project.    Adriana has her degree 
in Psychology and is currently working on her Masters degree 
in Community Psychology at Wilfrid Laurier University, 
Waterloo.  She has knowledge and understanding of social 
issues faced by marginalized and immigrant populations.  We 
are very excited that Adriana is bringing her expertise to this 
project.  

Please follow our website for these very informative and 
important workshops.  If you need more information you can 
reach Adriana at: adriana@oschamber.com 

 Diane Austin CEO

Diversity 
Inclusion

&

Workplaces
G r e y  B r u c eRural 



WOMEN'S WELLNESS RETREAT

Nov 19, Best Western 9am

Dec 01, Best Western 6 pm

19

01

08

UPCOMING
CHAMBER
EVENTS

CHAMBER HOLIDAY  PARTY

ALIVE @ 5 NETWORKING

Dec 08, D.C. Taylor Jewellers
6 pm

Check out www.oschamber.com/event for more details

Located on the
Sunset Strip

www.owensoundhonda.on.ca

519-371-4040

COME VISIT US TODAY!
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NEW MEMBER PROF ILES  B Y  S A V A N N A H  D A W S O N

B L U E W A T E R  C U R L I N G  C L U B
As one of the premier curling facilities 
in Grey Bruce, our mission is to grow 
the game within our community. 
We strive to make curling accessible 
for everyone. We also provide and 
encourage an opportunity for people 
of the community, to participate in 
playing and enjoying the game of 
Bridge at a recreational level or higher. 

Contact 
president@bluewatercurlingclub.com 
bluewatercurlingclub.com

G O O D  H E A L T H  M A R T
Good Health Mart believes natural 
health products are an effective 
alternative to prescription drugs. 
Such a wide variety of natural 
and homeopathic options. They 
have a friendly staff who  are very 
knowledgeable. Living in a small 
town, they have personal interest in 
the community. Their staff care about 
each customer and offers personalized 
orders and curbside pick up. 

Contact 
goodhm082@gmail.com 
goodhealthmart.com

M I D W E S T E R N  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S
We invite you, to invite us into your 
office for a personal onsite analysis 
to ensure your printing, copying, 
scanning and faxing needs are being 
met as efficiently as possible. We’ll 
discuss what is important to you! Let 
us manage your printing needs with a 
personable worry-free environment. 
We are large enough to exceed your 
expectations but small enough to 
always know you.

Contact 
krobinson@midwcom.com 
midwcom.com

W O M E N  C E N T R E  G R E Y  &  B R U C E  I N C .
We are caring leaders in providing 
secure shelter, crisis intervention, 
safety planning, counselling and 
transition services for women and 
children affected by abuse in Grey and 
Bruce Counties. Our whole purpose 
is to be there at the time you need it 
most. As women and children build 
safe and sustainable lives, we support 
them making sure their lives remain 
free from abuse and violence. 

Contact 
info@thewomenscentre.org 
thewomenscentre.org 

C A T A P U L T  G R E Y  B R U C E
Catapult Grey Bruce is propelling 
opportunities at home by empowering 
established entrepreneurs with 
connections, knowledge, and space 
to take their business to the next 
level. Our core group of founders are 
successful local entrepreneurs who 
come with on-the-ground experience 
and expertise. Our physical space at 
Sydenham Campus in Owen Sound 
is unlike any in the Bluewater Region 
and the perfect place for like-minded 
business owners to gather learn and 
get new ideas to grow their business.

Contact 
info@catapultgreybruce.com 
catapultgreybruce.com/

A D V A N C E D  M A R I N E  P O W E R  S P O R T S 
Advanced Marine & Powersports is 
Owen Sound’s full-service Yamaha 
Dealership. We offer sales of new & 
used boats, ATV’s, outboard motors, 
generations and parts and accessories 
for marine and powersports. We also 
have technicians who offer a wide 
range of solutions for your service 
needs.

Contact 
manageros@advancedmarin.org 
advancedmarine.org
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S T O N E  T R E E  G O L F  &  F I T N E S S  I N C .
Located just outside of Owen Sound 
on the beautiful escarpment, Stone 
Tree is the place to unwind and 
relax. Implementing fresh and new 
concepts for all of your Golf, Fitness, 
Events, Wedding, and Meeting needs. 
Stone Tree is leading the way in the 
Grey and Bruce area, offering its 
members and guests a wide selection 
of events, memberships, and packages. 
Whether you are planning your big 
wedding day, a corporate meeting, 
or an afternoon on the course with 
friends, Stone Tree has the knowledge 
and support to ensure your day is a 
memorable one.

Contact 
colleen@stonetree.ca 
stonetree.ca

F C  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  &  H O S P I T A L I T Y
Hello and greetings to Owen Sound, 
We are excited to be joining your 
community. FC Entertainment 
& Hospitality Inc. are the proud 
new owners of the Owen Sound 
Courthouse and Jail. We intend 
to revitalize into its new purpose 
– an event venue, fine dining & 
entertainment complex. We are 
thrilled with our new venture, so 
much so we will be moving in the area 
soon. We look forward to meeting 
other members in the community so 
that we can share our new venture and 
vision and together we can transform 
the courthouse and jail to a destination 
attraction in Owen Sound and Grey 
County. See you all soon! 
Nick & Jenny

Contact 
nick@fusioncorp.ca 
fchospitality.ca

Entertainment
& Hospitality

W O U N D  C A R E  C L I N I C 
Where physiotherapists and 
occupational therapists have 
the underlying knowledge of 
biomechanics, positioning, physiology, 
and anatomy and wound care 
specialists have advanced knowledge 
on etiologist, classification of wounds, 
and can provide recommendations 
and provide treatment. Services 
include venous and diabetic ulcers, 
compression treatment and therapy, 
pressure injuries, post op/surgical 
infections and so much more.

Contact 
gbwoundcare@gmail.com 
woundcareclinic.ca

G B  C E N T R E  F O R  T H E  A R T S
Our primary focus is on learning 
and education in arts and fine crafts. 
We have a fully equipped studios in 
jewellery, pottery, printmaking, and 
stained glass with a swing space to 
host less equipment-centric classes like 
painting and textiles. We offer single 
day or multi day classes for adults, 
children and community groups and 
open studio time for newly educated 
and professional artists. We are 
focused on bringing an expanded art 
and fine craft experience to our rural 
area, something often only available in 
larger cities and communities.

Contact 
info@gbarts.ca 
gbarts.ca

H A R V A R D  M E D I A
Harvard Media can help you go digital 
locally or across the globe. Our ad team 
can reach your perfect audience based 
on location, interest, and age! But wait, 
there’s more! Our digital team is made 
up to experts who know how to get 
more for your money. We don’t just 
set it and forget it, either. Our team 
is constantly analyzing and adjusting 
your digital campaign so you get the 
most out of your ad money. 

Contact 
jlongaphie@harvardmedia.com 
harvardmedia.com 

O K  T I R E ?
Greetings from OK Tire Owen Sound! 
We were going to call ourselves 
“Awesome Tire” but it’s actually 
the people working here that are 
awesome! Come see us for the best 
‘piece of mind’ experience getting your 
vehicle repaired or maintained.

Contact 
dave@oktireos.com 
oktire.com/stores/ok-tire-owen-sound
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FALLS 

WALTER’S FALLS ONTARIO

INN & SPA

The

thefallsinn.com

For business lunches, 
conferences and team 
building retreats.  

Contact Meg at 
mhallman@thefallsinn.com
519.794.4388

JUST SAYING 
b y  D a v e  C a r r

One of the first things I learned when I came to Owen 
Sound, 50 years ago this autumn was how dependent the 
city and the region were, and are, on farming. My back-
ground is mixed ... starting life in big city Chicago, growing 
up in wheat-rich Saskatchewan (even working the wheat 
harvest when I was 13!), then back to urban life in Hamilton. 
Radio there from 1959 till 1972 consisted of hit-rich CKOC 
and CHUM and at night those big American clear-channel 
rockers. They didn’t talk about beef & hog prices or soybean 
futures or degree-days of heat for growing corn.

But CFOS did. And CFOS made me learn those things, and 
say those things, and understand just how vital that infor-
mation was to the same people I would see later in the day 
in the bank, or getting gas, or at the Woolworth lunch 
counter on 2nd Ave. E. – same folks I see today, or more 
likely now, their kids.

I think there was always a “farm to table” opportunity in 
our neighbourhood, but it was somehow different in some 
undefinable way. The Owen Sound Farmers Market was 
already such a long-time fixture that has only grown and 
cemented its vitality for our community. But I think most 
every local community now has a farmers’ or community 
market that perhaps didn’t exist before. I can now go find 
a Mennonite selling fresh-picked corn at a roadside not so 
far away. I know where to go to get fresh strawberries, corn 
and apples and other such fruits and vegetables of various 
seasons. Our much larger neighbourhood is Apple Country 
writ large! 

Garlic, honey, game meats, other meats, fruits and vegeta-
bles, cheeses, beer, wines and more: yeah, they’re all wait-
ing for you at a variety of supermarkets and grocery stores. 
But they are also waiting for you right at the farm-gate and 
at the small market and increasingly in the specialty store 
just around the corner! 

It takes some very special planning for this to be available 
in the bigger cities in Ontario, and it often comes with a 
price that would make a banker choke. But here, right here, 
maybe in a local restaurant and maybe in your own kitchen, 
the bounty of our harvest may be in the field in the morn-
ing and on your plate by supper time.

Oh yes … I was asked about a favourite “farm to table” expe-
rience, and I hate to disappoint, but I just can’t isolate one 
in particular. Such is the generous bounty of this amazing 
rural neighbourhood. But I do know there is something 
special that we here share that others sadly do not – it’s the 
real value of knowing and embracing where our food came 
from ... almost certainly from someone we know!



LiveCobbleBeach.com • 226.664.0064
HOW TO CONTACT US

Choose from over 20 fl oor plans or
custom design your own home!

For the Quality Seeker, we’ve got it. 

Learn more about our home builders and
make the move to Cobble Beach.

www.stonetree.ca
(519) 376-7899

info@stonetree.ca
318085 Hwy 6 & 10

Owen Sound, ON N4K 5N6
318085 Hwy 6 & 10

Owen Sound, ON N4K 5N6

Located just outside of Owen Sound
on the beautiful escarpment.

Also, a full service fitness facility.
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GROW YOUR
BUSINESS

WITH US!

YOUR STRATEGIC PARTNER
Only the Owen Sound & District Chamber of Commerce 
provides unique partnership opportunities to reach 400+ 
managers, owners and local business entrepreneurs by 
using multi-messaging platforms.
The Chamber targets the audience you most want to reach 
– partnering is a smart, simple and cost-effective way 
to build awareness, attract new clients or customers and 
stimulate sales.
Partnering with the Chamber enhances your credibility, 
reputation and visibility as a leader in the community.

 Networking & social activities
 Educational seminars and training
 Promotional services
 Member affinity programs
 Achievement recognition
 Business advocacy
 Group health benefits 

GET IN TOUCH

1051 2nd Ave. East
Suite 226
Owen Sound, ON N4K 6K6
519-376-6261
info@oschamber.com
www.oschamber.com


